
North Coast Region 
Venturer Social Camp – Nov 2024 

Mission Statement 
Our mission is to bring Venturer Scouts together for a fun and enriching 

social experience, blending adventure with camaraderie. Through canoeing 
on the Clarence River, mountain biking in Bom Bom State Forest, and 
exploring the vibrant Jacaranda Festival in Grafton, we aim to create a 

memorable camp that fosters friendships, teamwork, and a shared love for 
the outdoors. 

This social camp is designed to not only challenge and develop our 
Venturers' skills but also to celebrate the joy of being together, exploring 
new places, and making lasting connections in a supportive and dynamic 

environment. 

Summary 
 

 

The upcoming Venturer Social Camp is designed to provide Venturer Scouts with a blend of 
adventure, skill development, and cultural enrichment. Set in the picturesque Clarence Valley 
region, the camp will feature a series of outdoor activities and immersive experiences aimed at 
enhancing both personal and group capabilities while fostering a deeper connection with nature 
and community traditions. 

Objectives 
Skill Development: Focus on building and refining Outdoor Adventure Skills (OAS) in paddling, 
riding, and hiking. Scouts will gain practical experience in challenging environments that 
encourage both personal growth and team cooperation. 

Cultural Immersion: Engage with local traditions and history, particularly through participation 
in Grafton's Jacaranda Festival, offering a unique opportunity to appreciate and celebrate the 
region's cultural heritage. 

Adventure and Exploration: Explore diverse landscapes, from the flowing Clarence River to the 
trails of Bom Bom State Forest, ensuring a well-rounded outdoor experience that challenges 
physical and mental endurance. 



Community Engagement: Foster a sense of community among Venturer Scouts while 
interacting with local festivities, enriching their understanding of the local culture and 
environment. 

Canoeing on the Clarence River 
Experience the natural beauty and challenge of canoeing on the Clarence River, one of 
Australia's premier paddling destinations. Rising in the Border Ranges and flowing towards the 
Coral Sea, this 394-kilometer river offers a range of canoeing experiences. With over 24 
tributaries, the river features diverse landscapes and waters, from gentle currents to exciting 
whitewater stretches. 

Venturer Scouts will have the opportunity to explore the river while honing their paddling skills. 
The journey along the Clarence River provides numerous opportunities to meet Paddling 
Outdoor Adventure Skills (OAS) requirements, all while surrounded by breathtaking scenery, 
including large river islands and diverse wildlife. 

Whether paddling through the tranquil stretches near Grafton, this adventure promises both 
skill-building and unforgettable experiences. 

Mountain Bike riding Bom Bom State Forest 
Discover the thrill of mountain biking in Bom Bom State Forest, where Venturer Scouts can 
develop and expand their Riding Outdoor Adventure Skills (OAS). This state forest offers 
around 30km of flowing single-track trails that cater to beginners, making it the perfect location 
for riders of all skill levels. The trails are designed to be easy-going, but they become more 
technical as you pick up speed, offering an exciting challenge for those looking to push their 
limits. 

The trails feature a mix of hard-packed surfaces and pea gravel, ensuring that riders stay 
engaged and alert throughout their ride. The primary trail type is cross-country, with some 
connecting fire roads adding variety to the journey. 

Jacaranda Street Hike 
Embark on a vibrant and colourful adventure with the Jacaranda Street Hiking experience during 
Grafton’s iconic Jacaranda Festival. Venturer Scouts will have the unique opportunity to explore 
the town's purple-hued streets, marvelling at the beauty of over 1,700 jacaranda trees in full 
bloom. This hike isn't just a stroll through picturesque scenery; it's an immersive experience in 
the heart of Australia's longest-running floral festival, celebrating its 90th anniversary this year. 

As you hike through Grafton’s transformed streets, you'll witness the town's rich history, where 
the first jacaranda trees were planted in the 1880s as part of a beautification project. Many of 
these trees have thrived for over a century, creating a mesmerizing purple canopy that drapes 
the town in a surreal and enchanting atmosphere. 

During the hike, Venturers will be able to engage with several aspects of the Jacaranda Festival, 
including: 

• Festivities and Entertainment: Explore vibrant parades, live performances, and market 
stalls that showcase local culture and the best of Clarence Valley produce. 



• Cultural Experiences: Participate in the River Dreaming program, a celebration of 
shared culture, performance, music, and dance by the Traditional Custodians of the 
Clarence Valley. 

• Food and Dining: Savor local delicacies at the festival’s various food hubs, food vendors 
and the Whiddon Jacaranda Afternoon Tea. 

• Nighttime Spectacle: Witness the breathtaking jacaranda trees illuminated in See Park, 
where the vibrant purple blossoms contrast beautifully against the night sky. 

The Jacaranda Street Hiking adventure is not only a celebration of nature but also a deep dive 
into the rich history, culture, and community spirit of Grafton. This experience promises to be a 
feast for the senses and a memorable journey for all Venturer Scouts. 

Ancillary Requirements 
Catering 
Breakfast x 2 (Sat / Sun) 

• Pancakes 
o Flour 
o Milk 
o Sugar 
o Maple syrup 
o Honey 
o Butter 
o Cream 
o Fruit 

▪ Strawberries 
▪ Banana 
▪ Blue Berries 

• Bacon, eggs, toast 
o Bacon 
o Eggs 
o Bread 
o Strawberry, Apricot Jam 
o Vegemite 
o Tomato Sauce 
o BBQ Sauce 

Lunch x 2 (Sat / Sun) 
• Cold meat / salad rolls 

o Bread rolls 
o Wraps 
o Ham 
o Chicken 



o Salami 
o Lettuce 
o Cumber 
o Beetroot 
o Carrots 
o Tomatos 
o Cheese 
o Mayonnaise 

Dinner x 2 (Fri / Sat) 
• Purchased at the 2 nighttime activities. Suggested budget of $20 per night 

Supper x 2 (Fri / Sat) 
  

Snacks (Whole camp) 
• Apples 
• Bananas 
• Pears 
• Mandarins 
• Watermelon 

 

  



Transportation 
The intent is for Friday and Saturday all travel will be foot. Sunday we will need to move all 
persons and equipment to BOM BOM state forest for activities there and camp conclusion. This 
will be accomplished by means of cars of those present at camp multiple trips may be required 
to completed this task. 

Campsite 

 



Location Overview 

 

  

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1nh76pYXFHcY2TxlNWXfXJ1AWpSlVBe4&usp=sharing


Detailed Planning 
Adventurous activities 
Canoeing 
Venturers can choose to look at OAS Paddling – Canoeing – Stage 5. 

 

Activity Map 

 

Activity Supervision Requirements 
Activity leaders – Reece Luxton (Bundy) / Mathew Clarke (Dozer) 

 



 

  

https://nsw.scouts.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/What-Activities-Can-I-Run-v2.1.pdf


Mountain Bike Riding & Bushwalking 
 

Activity Map 

 
Activity Supervision Requirements 
Activity leaders – Reece Luxton (Bundy) / Mathew Clarke (Dozer) 

 

https://www.trailforks.com/region/bom-bom-state-forest-12427/?activitytype=1&z=13.1&lat=-29.75925&lon=152.97962&content=trails,labels,nst,region,poi,directory,polygon,waypoint,routes_featured
https://nsw.scouts.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/What-Activities-Can-I-Run-v2.1.pdf


Street Hiking 
Activity Map 

 

Activity Supervision Requirements 

 

https://nsw.scouts.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/What-Activities-Can-I-Run-v2.1.pdf


Jacaranda Festival 

 

  



Routine 
 

Friday 1st Nov 

Time Activity 

12:00 – 17:00 Post in and setup up campsite 

17:10 – 18:00 Opening Parade / Hike to Memorial Park 
(3.4km) 

18:00 – 21:00 VENETIAN CARNIVAL 

21:00 – 22:10 Fireworks / Hike to Grafton Scout Hall 

22:10 – 22:30 Supper / Lights outs 

Saturday 2nd Nov 

Time Activity 

07:00 – 08:00 Breakfast 

08:00 – 08:30 Game 

08:30 – 11:30 Canoeing Session 1 

11:30 – 13:00  Lunch 

13:00 – 16:00 Canoeing Session 2 

16:00 – 17:00 Prep for Jacaranda Floats 

17:00 – 19:00 Jacaranda Street procession 

19:00 – 21:00 Party in the Park 

21:00 – 21:30 Hike to Grafton Scout Hall 

21:30 – 22:30 Supper / Lights outs 

 
  



Sunday 3rd Nov 

Time Activity 

07:00 – 08:00 Breakfast / Pack Lunch 

08:00 – 09:00 Secure camp / Pack down tents 

09:00 – 10:00 Transport to Bom Bom 

10:00 – 14:00 Mountain Bike Riding 

14:00 – 14:30 Closing Parade / Pickup at Bom Bom 
State Forest 

 

  



Packing list 
 

❑ Tents (Organise with your group if needed) 
❑ Bedding (Mats, Sleeping bags, Pillows…..) 
❑ Toiletries (Toothbrush, Toothpaste, deodorant, soap) 
❑ Towel 
❑ Swimmers 
❑ Shoes for walking 
❑ Shoes for Watercraft (canoeing) 
❑  Day pack 
❑ Hats 
❑ Clothing for the weekend 
❑ Underwear 
❑ Socks 

 
 

  



Tide Information 

 



Climate Information 

 

  

https://www.google.com/search?q=Grafton+NSW+climate+information+Nov&sca_esv=4206a373bb569601&rlz=1C1VDKB_en-GBAU996AU996&sxsrf=ADLYWILTaGXAbyoKw_FpvDteWJ7eiqAwOQ%3A1720686788142&ei=xJiPZvamCM6m2roPg-Kv0Ac&ved=0ahUKEwj2mJvmyZ6HAxVOk1YBHQPxC3oQ4dUDCA8&uact=5&oq=Grafton+NSW+climate+information+Nov&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiI0dyYWZ0b24gTlNXIGNsaW1hdGUgaW5mb3JtYXRpb24gTm92MgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAFIoxdQxglYhBJwAXgAkAEAmAHEAqABrQmqAQUyLTIuMrgBA8gBAPgBAZgCBaACvgnCAg4QABiABBiwAxiGAxiKBcICCxAAGLADGKIEGIkFwgILEAAYgAQYsAMYogSYAwCIBgGQBgSSBwcxLjAuMi4yoAf0Dg&sclient=gws-wiz-serp


References 
What activities can I run 

Scouts NSW : Plan An Activity 

Grafton Climate information 

Trailforks 

Jacaranda Festival 

https://nsw.scouts.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/What-Activities-Can-I-Run-v2.1.pdf
https://nsw.scouts.com.au/adventurous-activities/plan-activity/
https://www.google.com/search?q=Grafton+NSW+climate+information+Nov&sca_esv=4206a373bb569601&rlz=1C1VDKB_en-GBAU996AU996&sxsrf=ADLYWILTaGXAbyoKw_FpvDteWJ7eiqAwOQ%3A1720686788142&ei=xJiPZvamCM6m2roPg-Kv0Ac&ved=0ahUKEwj2mJvmyZ6HAxVOk1YBHQPxC3oQ4dUDCA8&uact=5&oq=Grafton+NSW+climate+information+Nov&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiI0dyYWZ0b24gTlNXIGNsaW1hdGUgaW5mb3JtYXRpb24gTm92MgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAFIoxdQxglYhBJwAXgAkAEAmAHEAqABrQmqAQUyLTIuMrgBA8gBAPgBAZgCBaACvgnCAg4QABiABBiwAxiGAxiKBcICCxAAGLADGKIEGIkFwgILEAAYgAQYsAMYogSYAwCIBgGQBgSSBwcxLjAuMi4yoAf0Dg&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
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https://www.jacarandafestival.com/

